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Bill Type and Number:   Ordinance 2013-190
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor:
Date of Introduction: March 26, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU; PHS; F
Date of Analysis: March 29, 2013
Type of Action: Agreement Authorization
Bill Summary: The ordinance approves and authorizes the Mayor and Corporation Secretary to execute and deliver the Delegation Agreement for Open Burning of Land Clearing Operations between the State of Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, through the Florida Forestry Service, and the City of Jacksonville, so as to allow the City’s Environmental Quality Division to regulate open burning of land clearing operations in the County; provides for oversight by the Neighborhoods Department.
Background Information: The City’s Environmental Quality Division (“EQD”) has regulated open burning of land clearing operations within Duval County since 1970.  During the 2011-2012 legislative session, the Florida legislature amended the Florida Statutes to give the Florida Forestry Service the exclusive authority to require and issue authorizations for open burning of land clearing operations.   The amended statute further provided that FFS could delegate such authority to a county or municipality.  The Agreement authorized by this ordinance will allow EQD to continue its open burning of land clearing operations regulatory program as it currently functions, improve air quality in the county and protect the public health from potential impacts resulting from poorly conducted open burning.
Policy Impact: Neighborhoods Department/Environmental Quality Division
Fiscal Impact: Minimal
Analyst: Jackson
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